UBRARY 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
2/4,  ST.  THOMAS’S  SQUARE, 
CHORLEY. 


To 


The  Chairman  & Members  of  the  Council 
Adlington  Urban  District  Council, 
Adlington. 


Mr  Chairmen  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1945.  As  I 
did  not  become  your  servant  until  Tune  - I cannot  call  it 
”my”  Report,  and  the  significance  - or  insignificance  of 
its  brevity  is  but  commensurate  with  the  insignificance  of 
many  matters  compared  with  the  final  convulsions  of  the 
titanic  upheaval  that  providentially  ended  in  the  year 
under  review. 

I have  no  comment  to  make  upon  the  vital  statistics 
for  the  year.  The  area  is  healthy  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  dominant  factor  influencing  the  various  birth  and  death 
rates.  The  small  table  of  comparative  figures  serves  but 
to  illustrate  my  remarks  to  you  in  the  first  of  my  Monthly 
Reports  viz:-  that  in  a small  area,  such  as  Adlington, 
little  significance  should  be  attached  to  mere  figures. 
(With  the  occurrence  of  2 more  infant  deaths  than  in  1944 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  rises  from  25  to  65.  for 
instance.  (i)  but  there  is  obviously  no  indication  of  any 
change  - drastio  or  otherwise  - in  the  local  circumstances. 

The  measles  epidemic  early  in  the  year  will  have  been 
noted.  This  died  out  completely  and  there  should  not.be. 
a recurrence  for  about  2 years.  If  that  sounds  fatalistic 
it  does  not  indicate  any  liability  on  my  cert  to  accept 
the  probability  with  inactive  equanimity. 

I am,  Mr  Chpirman  & Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


R.C.Gubbins 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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VI TAL STATISTICS 


Area. 

Population  (Registrar  General  Estimate  mid  1945) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (rate-book) 


1062  acres* 
3592* 

1133 


Still-Births. 


rfelue, 

‘ Id  rat 

e, 

Male. 

BIRTH 

Fcmal 

£16490. 

£o4. 

S* 

e.  Total. 

Legit, 

32 

26. 

58 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000 
pop  - 16,9  (16.1)  @ 

Illegit 

* 1 . 

2. 

3. 

Total , 

33. 

28, 

61. 

1, 

1. 

2. 

Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Male 

DEATHS 

Female. 

♦ 

Total. 

& Still-births.  31. 

i 

27. 

21 

t 

# 

CO 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  pop. 

13,3  (11.4)  <3 


Death  from  Puerperal  Causes.  Nil. 


Death  of  Infants  under  1 year.  Male,  3,  Female  1. 
All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births, (i.e.  Infant 

Mortality  Rate) 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illeg.  live  births. 


65.  (46)  @ 

68. 
nil. 


Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages). 

Death  from  Measles,  Do. 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages). 
Death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


6, 

1. 

1* 

nil. 


O England  & Wales. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 


Whooping  Cough, 

Tuberculosis 

Influenza. 

Measles. 

Cancer. 

Diabetes. 

’’Strokes1' 

Heart  Disease. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease. 
Bronchitis  and  other  Diseases. 
Ulcer  of  Stomach. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases. 
Nephritis. 

Premature  Birth. 

Other  violent  causes. 

All  other  Causes, 


Male 

1. 

1. 

1. 

nil, 

2. 

nil. 

3. 

10. 

1. 

3. 

1, 

nil. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

: 1 • 


Female, 

nil. 

nil, 

nil, 

1. 

4# 

1, 

2, 

4, 

2, 

3. 

nil 

1. 

nil. 

nil, 

nil. 


27, 


21. 
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Comparative  Statistics  (ether  years) 


Per  1, 000  of 

Live  birth- 
rate. 

estimated  pop 

Crude  death 
rate. 

• Maternal 
” mortality 
rate, 

per  1,000 
total  live 
& still  births 

Rate  of  deaths 
under  1 year 
per  1,000  live 
births* 

Mean  of  5 years 
1940-1944, 

18,4 

12.5 

2.38. 

65. 

Year  1944. 

22.1 

15.1 

11,90 

25. 

1945, 

16.9 

13.3 

nil 

65. 

Increase  or 
decrease  in 

-1.5 

/ 0.8 

- 2,38 

nil 

1945  on  5 yrs 
average. 1940-4^ 
Previous  year, 

t 

-5,2 

-1.8' 

-11.90 

i 

l ''K 

O 

• 

General  Sanitary  Circumstanoes. 

I hope  to  comment  fully  in  these  matters  in  my  report  for 
1946,  As  during  this,  the  lest  year  of  the  War,  no  changes  in 
the  existing  services  took  place,  and  they  continued  to  he 
administered  as  satisfactorily  as  hitherto,  I have  no  comment  to 
make. 


Control  of  Infectious  Diseases, 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  of  notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to  me 


Measles,  76 
Whooping  Gough  49, 
Scarlet  Fever,  5, 
Pneumonia  10. 
Erysipelas  1, 
Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  1, 


I append  a table  showing  the  quarterly  distribution  of 
these  cases,  and  making  manifest  the  winter  prevalence  of  an 
epidemic  of  measles  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  Spring 
incidence  of  Whooping  Cough. 

4 Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Heath 
Charnock  Isolation  I-Icspitrl  and  constitute  the  total  oases  sent 
there  during  the  year. 


* 

1st  Qrt. 

2nd  Qrt, 

3rd  Qrt. 

4th  Qrt. 

Total  Cases, 

89 

35 

12 

6 

Measles. 

67. 

9. 

•n 

(Ml 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

24 

5 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

3 

- 

Eryspielas 

1 

•* 

- 

Ophthalmic  Neon. 

1 

* 
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'Diphtheria* 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  no  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  during  1945. 

41  Children  under  5 years  of  age  completed  the 
course  of  immunisation  (2  injections). 

Increasing  importance  is  being  attached  to  the 
immunisation  of  infants  as  they  approach  1 year  of  age,  and  I 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Councillors  to  this  faot,  in 
case  their  advice  is  asked  upon  this  matter,  I would  also  add 
the  corollary  fact  that  where  this  early  immunisation  takes 
plaoe  it  is  important  that  one  further  ("Boosting" ) injection 
should  be  given  when  the  children  start  school  (about  5 years 
of  age). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  initiated 
by  me  with  the  County  Council  for  the  provision  of  free 
immunisation  at  the  weekly  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  held  in 
Adlington. 

Tuberculosis. 


5 Now  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  3 oases  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  leaving 
8 Pulmonary  cases  and  13  Non-pulnonery  cases  respectively,  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register, 
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